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Biofueling across the country

Jeff Richgels — 7/14/2007 7:46 am
It's a summer vacation that combines Al Gore and the Griswolds.

Two years after their baby daughter was diagnosed with leukemia, the
Jenkins family of Nampa, Idaho, is traveling the country in a 40-foot
Gulfstream motor home powered by biodiesel, touting renewable energy
while sightseeing and having fun.

"We're giving the kids a taste of the country, going to historical sites, visiting
family and seeing renewable energy facilities," Christina Jenkins said via
phone recently from Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore on Lake Michigan.

The brightly colored "Energy Aware Express” motor home can't be missed
and the family also has a Web site touting all forms of renewable energy and
their tour, which will bring them to the Madison area Tuesday.

Jenkins, who graduated from DeForest High School, said the family definitely

will fill up at PrairieFire Biofuels Cooperative, 1894 E. Washington Ave. And
they'll visit the area where Jenkins lived. But otherwise, their local itinerary is
relatively unstructured.

"Although we're super organized, we're still trying to keep it somewhat a
spontaneous family vacation," she said, adding that anyone who sees the
motor home is welcome to chat with the family. "We're really glad to talk to
people and educate them and get them excited about it."

The tour stems from Jessica's diagnosis in 2005, which not surprisingly had
a profound impact on the Jenkins, who have three other children ages, 8, 7
and 4.

After almost two years of treatment, the family feels confident Jessica will
beat the disease, although she has to go in for monthly chemotherapy
treatments.

"After you have something that's that earth changing, it really makes you
start to think," Jenkins said. "Renewable energy and the environment are
things my husband and | have always had an interest in. | realized that this
was something | could make a difference with and because of my child's
illness and the difference that so many people made in my life it made me
want to make a difference in other people's lives. So | was led to this, you
might say."

Finding biodiesel fueling stations for their RV, which belongs to Taylor
Jenkins' father, has been easy but finding the right kind has not.

"The biggest problem has been that most biodiesel is blended and the
Midwest has lots of places with very low blends," she said. "lt's better than
nothing but we would like higher blends."

PrairieFire in Madison is one of the new places with 100 percent biodiesel,
which currently is slightly less costly than gasoline, she noted.

Biodiesel is made from ethanol (fuel alcohol distilled from plant material),
vegetable or animal oil (typically soybean, corn or restaurant grease) and lye,
in a process similar to brewing. Using biodiesel results in substantial
reduction in pollutants such as unburned hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide
and particulate matter. In addition, the exhaust emissions of sulfur oxides
and sulfates -- major components of acid rain -- are essentially eliminated
compared to petroleum diesel.

"Any diesel engine can run on biodiesel," Jenkins said. "And | think lots of
people don't know that or even have heard of biodiesel."

The ultimate goal of the tour is to get people involved.

"We really think the best way to bring about change is to create a community
of like-minded people," she said. "Getting other people excited about
renewable energy and biofuels like we are is the way to create change. We

http://www.madison.com/tct/business/201391

E
email story | print story N

Other Stories

* Keep Manhattan, Ex-NYC bankers say just give us that
Cross Plains countryside

Local housing market steadies

World dairy chief resigns

Little investor ventures into big time

Market memo: July 9, 2007

East side upscale Kitchen Gallery fits Willy Street niche

L I

LIVING HOME

ACCENT

Ao URNITURE

BEDROOM (MATTRESSES

ROOM OFFICE

Most Popular

Woman admits torturing baby before killing her

Column: Will Yi or wont Yi?

Whitewater factory struggles to stay open after worker raid
Column: | told you so: Bush's damage staggering

UW men's basketball: Badgers land 7-footer from Texas
Madison man charges abuse at private detention centers
UW women's basketball: Anderson's golden experience
bittersweet

East side upscale Kitchen Gallery fits Willy Street niche
Column: Poisoning suspects arrested in 1989 crime

* UW eye doctor gives world better vision

LR A

-

Cap Times Poll

What is the best "Harry Potter" book so far?
__Sorcerer's Stone
__ Chamber of Secrets

Prisoner of Azkaban

Goblet of Fire

__ Order of the Phoenix

__Half-Blood Prince

VOTE

Page 1 of 2

! | MetropoLiman prAcH
L)

Archives | Subscribe

20 WEEKS
FOR $20

Ball Rolling
On Your

Next Property
Investment.

Services

About us

Contact our staff
Births & deaths
Vows

Evjue Foundation
Write a letter

Photo reprints
Advertiser Services
Reader Services
Subscribe

Careers

The Capital Times Kids
Fund

L I B A A B

7/19/2007



business Page 2 of 2

don't know everything about renewable energy either so we're trying to learn
from people as we go and make contacts so we can share that knowledge
through our Web site. It's a mission of educating other people but getting an
education ourselves, too."

The family's goal was to raise $30,000 in sponsorship money to cover all

their costs. They fell short but hope to do better in future years.

"We're kind of doing the northern United States this year and we'd like to do

different sections in future years," Jenkins said. "Everyone needs to hear

about renewable energy."
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